


England

Dover Dubris

c130-150 

The Pharos (lighthouse) consists of a ruined octagonal flint rubblestone stepped tower 

established by the Roman government of Britain. This is the tallest Roman ruin in Britain and 

the only substantial Roman lighthouse ruin anywhere. The surviving portion of the tower is 

19m (62ft) tall and has three stages (storeys) and most of a fourth; the topmost 6m (20ft) are 

of medieval construction. Scholars believe the tower originally had eight stages and was 

about 24m (80ft) tall. An open fire was displayed from the top to guide ships into the harbour 

of Dubris, as Dover was called in Roman times. 



England

Eddystone 

Lighthouse

A tale of Four Towers
Winstanley 1696-1703 Rudyard 1709-1755

Smeaton 1759-1882

Douglass 1882-



Scotland

Isle of May 1635/6

A coal-fired beacon was established in 1635 (or 1636) by James Maxwell of Innerwick, and 

John and Alexander Cunningham, who charged shipping a tonnage-based fee. This was 

originally 2 Scottish shillings per ton for Scottish ships (equivalent to two pence sterling) and 

twice this amount for non-local shipping per voyage, but was reduced to 1 shilling and 

sixpence, and three shillings respectively in 1639 with some shipping entirely exempt during 

the summer. The beacon, the first permanently manned one in Scotland and considered at 

the time to be one of the best in existence, used around 400 tons of coal per year, requiring 

three men to look after it.
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Thomas Smith

Born at Broughty Ferry in the 1750s, on the death of his father he 
was raised by his mother, a daughter of a Leith shipmaster. He was 
apprenticed to a Dundee Tinsmith and moved to Edinburgh to live 
with his mother’s family. He prospered as a maker of oil lamps and 
tendered for the construction of the first four NLB lighthouses.

• Kinnaird Head 1787
• Mull of Kintyre 1788
• Eilean Glas, Scalpay 1789
• North Ronaldsay, 1789

• Pentland Skerries with his stepson Robert Stevenson, 1794
• Inchkeith, Firth of Forth 1804
• Start Point with his stepson Robert Stevenson, 1806





Scotland

Kinnaird Head

Lighthouse

1787

This was the first light station established by the Northern Lighthouse Board. The original 

tower was established in 1787 by Thomas Smith and then re-established in 1824 by his son-

and-law Robert Stevenson, the founder of the Stevenson lighthouse dynasty. The museum 

has one of the world's largest collections of Fresnel lenses and lighthouse equipment. 



Scotland

Mull of Kintyre

Lighthouse

1788

This lighthouse was established in 1788 by Thomas Smith; it was re-established in the 

1820s. It is still active; focal plane 91m (297ft); two white flashes every 20 seconds. In 

consists of a 12m (39ft) round cylindrical brick tower with lantern and gallery rising from a 

single-storey keeper's house. This historic light station, one of Scotland's oldest, guards the 

narrowest point of the North Channel; on fair days the Irish coast can be seen clearly some 

19 km (12 miles) away. 



Scotland

Eilean Glas

Lighthouse

1789

This lighthouse was established in 1789 to a design by Thomas Smith and re-established in 

1824 by Robert Stevenson. The station was established in 1789 and is still active with a focal 

plane of 43m (141ft);. The lighthouse consists of a 30m (98ft) masonry tower with lantern and 

gallery attached to a single-storey keeper's house. The 2nd order Fresnel lens (1907) is on 

display at the Science Museum in South Kensington, London. The lighthouse is painted with 

horizontal red and white bands; the lantern is painted black. 



Scotland

North Ronaldsay

Lighthouse

1789

This lighthouse was established in1789 to a design by Thomas Smith. It has been inactive since 

1809. The lighthouse consists of a 21m (70ft) round stone tower; which is unpainted and also 

does not have a lantern. The foundations of the original keeper's house are located next to the 

tower. This was the third lighthouse established by the Northern Lighthouse Board; this tower 

was deactivated after the first Start Point Light was completed. The lantern was replaced by a 

masonry cap, and the tower was retained as a day-beacon. 



Scotland

Inchkeith

Lighthouse

1804

The lighthouse was established in 1804 by Thomas Smith assisted by Robert Stevenson. The 

lighthouse is still active with a focal plane of 67m (220ft); white flash every 15 seconds. The 

lighthouse consists of a 19m (62ft) round cylindrical stone tower with lantern and gallery rising 

from a two-storey stone keeper's house. The building and base of the tower is painted brown, 

the lantern is painted black. The lantern of the Girdle Ness lighthouse at Aberdeen was 

transferred here in 1847. Inchkeith guards the entrance to the upper Firth of Forth and the 

approach to Edinburgh. The lighthouse is located at the summit of the island which is only 

accessible only by boat.



Robert Stevenson 
1772 to 1850

• Inchkeith 1804 with his Step Father Thomas Smith
• Bell Rock Lighthouse, 1811 (Inchape, off of the east

coast of Scotland near Dundee and Fife) 
• Isle of May , 1816 (north of the outer Firth of Forth) 
• Corsewall, 1818 (Corsewall Point, Kirkcolm, Dumfries 

& Galloway) 
• Point of Ayre, 1818 (Isle of Man) 
• Calf of Man, 1818 (off the southwest coast of the Isle of Man) 
• Sumburgh Head, 1821 (Shetland Islands) 
• Rinns of Islay, 1825 (Orsay, Inner Hebrides) 
• Buchan Ness, 1827 (near Boddam, Aberdeenshire) 
• Cape Wrath, 1828 (Sutherland, Highland) 
• Tarbat Ness, 1830 (near Portmahomack, Highland) 
• Mull of Galloway, 1830 (Wigtownshire, Dumfries & Galloway) 
• Dunnet Head, 1831 (Caithness, Highland) 
• Girdle Ness, 1833 (Aberdeen) 
• Barra Head, 1833 (Berneray, Outer Hebrides) 
• Eilean Musdile, 1833 (both Robert and his son Alan, near Lismore)





Scotland

Bell Rock

Lighthouse

1811

The light was established in 1811 by Robert Stevenson. It is still active with a focal plane of 

28m (92ft); white flash every 5 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 36m (118ft) tapered stone 

tower with lantern and gallery, incorporating keeper's quarters. The tower is painted white with 

a brown band at the base; the lantern is painted black and covered by a bird-protecting mesh. 

Bell Rock, also called Inchcape, is an extremely dangerous reef that barely breaks the surface 

at low tide. Construction of the lighthouse took four years and was justly considered one of the 

greatest triumphs of early nineteenth century engineering.



Scotland

Bell Rock

Lighthouse

1811



Scotland

Bell Rock

Lighthouse

1811



Scotland

Isle of May

Lighthouse

1816

This lighthouse was established in 1816 by Robert Stevenson and substantially altered in 1886. The station 

was established as Scotland’s first lighthouse in 1635. It is still active with a focal plane of 73m (240ft); two 

white flashes every 15 seconds. It consists of a 24m (79ft) square cylindrical stone tower with lantern and 

gallery, rising from a two-storey stone keeper's house. The building is unpainted, the lantern is painted black. 

The original lighthouse was a stone tower from which an open coal fire was displayed; ruins of this tower can 

be seen near the current lighthouse. It is located at the highest point of the island, accessible only by boat; 

tours are available from Anstruther. 



Scotland

Point of Ayre

Lighthouse

1816

At a meeting of the Commissioners of Northern Lights in 1815, Sheriff Rae pointed out that following 

representations a light should be erected on the Point of Ayre to make the west coast channel completely 

safe.. The work commenced late in 1815 with Robert Stevenson as Engineer. Lack of sufficient funds made 

progress slow. A further cause for delay was that the position of the light had to be altered from the original 

plan as it was found that the sea was eroding the coast at the rate of 7ft per year. The lighthouse tower was 

70ft high and a circular design. The actual date when the light was first exhibited cannot be accurately fixed, 

but it is known to have been between December 1818 and February 1819



Scotland

Sumburgh Head

Lighthouse

1828

This lighthouse was established in 1821 to a design by Robert Stevenson. It is still active with a 

focal plane of 91m (300ft); three white flashes, separated by 2.1 seconds, every 30 seconds. 

The lighthouse consists of a 17m (56ft) round masonry tower with lantern and gallery, the tower 

is painted white with a buff trim at the base and the lantern is painted black. A rotating 1st order 

Fresnel lens was fitted in 1914 and is still in use. Single-storey keeper's houses (one of which is 

available for overnight accommodations) and other buildings are enclosed by a stone wall. This 

is the oldest Shetland lighthouse. 



Scotland

Cape Wrath

Lighthouse

1828

This lighthouse was established in 1828 by Robert Stevenson. It is still active; focal plane 

122m (400ft); four white flashes, separated by 2 seconds, every 30 seconds. The 

lighthouse consists of a 20m (65ft) round granite tower attached to a single storey keeper's 

house. The lighthouse is painted white, lantern black. 



Scotland

Tarbat Ness

Lighthouse

1830

This lighthouse was established  in 

1830 by Robert Stevenson. It is still 

active with a focal plane of 53m (174ft); 

four white flashes, separated by 2.1 

seconds, every 30 seconds. It consists 

of a 41m (135ft) round masonry tower 

with lantern and gallery, painted with red 

and white horizontal bands; the lantern 

is painted black. In addition there is a 

single-storey keeper's houses and other 

light station buildings. This is the third 

tallest lighthouse in Scotland; standing 

on the sharp point separating Dornoch 

Firth from Moray Firth.



Scotland

Dunnet Head

Lighthouse

1841

This lighthouse, which marks the most northerly point 

on the British Mainland, was established in 1831 by 

Robert Stevenson. It is still active with a focal plane of 

105m (344ft); four white flashes every 30 seconds. The 

lighthouse consists of a 20m (66ft) round masonry 

tower with lantern and gallery. In addition there is a 

single storey keeper's house and other light station 

buildings, including an inactive square fog signal tower 

still carrying its diaphone horn. James Smith of 

Inverness was the contractor responsible for the 

building of the lighthouse. 



Scotland

Girdle Ness

Lighthouse

1833

This lighthouse was designed by Robert Stevenson and established in 1833. It is still active 

with a focal plane of 56m (184ft); two white flashes, separated by 2½ seconds, every 20 

seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 37m (121ft) two-stage tower with lantern and gallery, 

painted white; lantern is black. About ⅓ of the way up the tower is a broad watch room with a 

window through which a second light was originally displayed; this lower light was 

discontinued in 1890.



Alan Stevenson 
1772 to 1850

• Eilean Musdile, 1833 (both Alan and his father, near Lismore) 
• Little Ross 1843 (near Meikle Ross, Dumfries & Galloway) 
• Skerryvore, 1844 (a reef off the west coast of Scotland) 
• Covesea Skerries, 1846 (south coast of the Moray Firth, near Lossiemouth, 

Moray)
• Chanonry Point, 1846 (Moray Firth between Fortrose and Rosemarkie, 

Black Isle)
• Cromarty, 1846 (northeast tip of the Black Isle) 
• Cairn Point (also known as Loch Ryan), 1847 (Cairnryan, Dumfries & 

Galloway) 
• Noss Head, 1849 (near Wick in Caithness, Highland) 
• Ardnamurchan Point, 1849 (Lochaber, Highland) 
• Sanda Island, 1850 (Argyll & Bute) 
• Hestan Island, 1850 (Solway Firth, Auchenairn Bay, Dumfries & Galloway)
• Hoy High and Hoy Low Lighthouses, 1851 (Graemsay, Orkney Islands)
• Arnish Point, 1853 (Stornoway Harbour, Isle of Lewis)





Scotland

Skerryvore

Lighthouse

1844

This lighthouse was established in 1844 by Alan Stevenson, it badly damaged 

by fire on the night of 16 March1954; after a lengthy period of restoration it 

was returned to service in 1959. Skerryvore has a focal plane 46 m (151ft); 

white flash every 10 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 42 m (138 ft) 

tapered round granite tower with lantern and gallery, incorporating keeper's 

quarters. This elegant lighthouse and the Bell Rock are Scotland's most 

famous wave swept lighthouses. The base of the tower is 13m (42ft) in 

diameter with walls 3m (9½ft) thick. The light marks a group of exceptionally 

dangerous rocks that imperil all ships approaching the west coast ports of 

Scotland and England around the north of Ireland.



Scotland

Haliman Skerries

Beacon

1845

Following a storm in the Moray Firth in November 1826 when 16 vessels were sunk, applications were 

made for lighthouses at Tarbat Ness, on the coast of Cromarty and at Covesea Skerries. The 

commissioners of Northern Light Houses felt that a lighthouse at Covesea was unnecessary but this was 

against public opinion. Many letters and petitions were delivered to them. Eventually, the engineer and a 

committee of the Board surveyed the coastline and the Elder Brethren were asked to look for the best 

location. They recommended a lighthouse on Craighead with a beacon on Halliman’s Skerries, which the 

Commissioners agreed to. Alan Stevenson designed both a grid iron tower as beacon on Halliman’s 

Skerries and a conventional lighthouse at Criaghead (Covsea). The beacon was finished in1845, and in 

1846, the Lighthouse was completed at a cost of £11,514.



Scotland

Covesea Skerries

Lighthouse

1846

This lighthouse was established in 1846 by Alan Stevenson. It has been inactive since 2012; it had a focal 

plane of 49m (161ft) with three white flashes every 20 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 36m (118ft) round 

masonry tower with lantern and gallery, painted white; lantern is painted black. The keeper's houses and other 

light station buildings preserved. This historic lighthouse was deactivated in February 2012. A year later, the 

Covesea Lighthouse Community Company, a local business group, received a grant of £301,000 from the 

Scottish Land Fund to purchase the light station from NLB. The sale was completed in April 2013. The property 

will be developed as a museum and tourist attraction; the keeper's house was opened for vacation 

accommodations in the summer of 2013. The skerries are small rocky islands off the south coast of Moray 

Firth, but the lighthouse is not on the skerries; it is established on Craighead, a promontory of the mainland 

near the islands; it is located about 5 km (3 mi) west of Lossiemouth, just off the coastal road B9040.



Scotland

Chanory

Lighthouse

1846

This lighthouse was established in 1846 by Alan Stevenson. It is still active with a 

focal plane of 12m (40ft); white light, occulting once every 6 seconds. It consists 

of a 13m (42ft) round cylindrical masonry tower with lantern and gallery, rising 

from single-storey keeper's house. Building painted white with buff trim; lantern 

painted black. Chanonry Ness is a sharp point at the end of a sandy spit 

projecting southward into Moray Firth at the beginning of the approach to 
Inverness. It is located at the end of Ness Road 2½km (1½miles) south-east of 

Fortrose; it is accessible by car. The cost of building the lighthouse and light-

keepers' dwellings was £3,570 and the light was first exhibited on the night of 15 

May 1846. When the station was manned, the light-keeper, in addition to his 

normal lightkeeping duties, was the Observer of the Munlochy Shoal, Middle 

Bank East, Craigmee, Riff Bank East and Navitty Bank lighted buoys. The station 

was automated in 1984



Scotland

Ardnamurchan

Lighthouse

1849

Ardnamurchan Lighthouse is situated on 

the most westerly point of the British 

Mainland. There have been many 

arguments about this name, two of the 

most likely are, Point of the sea-hounds or 

otters, (Airde meaning Point, Muirchu 

meaning sea-hound or otters) and the 

Point of the pirates or wreckers (where the 

"col" from Muirchol means 

wickedness).The site for the lighthouse 

was chosen in 1845 and 20 acres of land 

was bought for the sum of £20.00.. During 

the three years it took to complete the 

lighthouse, scurvy broke out among the 

workmen and a doctor had to be called in 

to treat them. The oil light was first 

exhibited on the night of 5th October 1849. 

Two lightkeepers were appointed at a 

yearly allowance of £18.00



Scotland

Hoy High

Lighthouse

1851

This lighthouse was established in 1851 by Alan Stevenson. It is still active with a focal plane 

of 35m (115ft); white or red light, depending on direction, 6 seconds on, 2 seconds off. It 

consists of a 33m (108ft) round stone tower with lantern and gallery, painted white; the 

lantern is painted black. Single-storey keeper's houses and other buildings are enclosed by a 

stone wall. The range guides ships eastbound, entering Hoy Sound from the Atlantic. It is 

located on the northeast point of the island. 



David Stevenson          1815 to 1886
& Thomas Stevenson  1818 to 1887

• Whalsay Skerries, 1854 (Shetland Islands) 
• Out Skerries, 1854 (Shetland Islands) 
• Muckle Flugga, 1854 (Shetland Islands) 
• Davaar Island, 1854 (off the east coast of Kintyre, Argyll & Bute) 
• Ushenish, 1857 (South Uist, Outer Hebrides) 
• Kyleakin, 1857 (Isle of Skye) 
• Rubha nan Gall, 1857 (Sound of Mull) 
• Cantick Head, 1858 (Isle of Hoy, Orkney Islands) 
• Bressay, 1858 (Bressay Sound, Shetland Islands) 
• Corran Point, 1860 (Corran Narrows, Ardgour, Highland) 
• Fladda, 1860 (one of the Slate Islands, Argyll & Bute) 
• McArthur’s Head, 1861 (Isle of Islay) 
• St Abb’s Head, 1862 (St Abb’s, Berwickshire, Borders) 
• Butt of Lewis, 1862 (Isle of Lewis) 
• Holborn Head, 1862 (Caithness, Highland) 
• Scurdie Ness, 1870 (near Montrose, Angus) 
• Dubh Artach, 1872 (on Dhu Heartach Skerry, west coast of Scotland) 
• Turnberry, 1873 (Turnberry, South Ayrshire) 
• Chicken Rock, 1875 (Isle of Man) 





Scotland

Muckle Flugga

Lighthouse

1854

This lighthouse was established in 1858 by David and Thomas Stevenson. It is still active 
with a focal plane of 66m (215ft); two white flashes, separated by 3½ seconds, every 20 

seconds. It consists of a 20m (66ft) round masonry tower with lantern and gallery, rising from 

a single-storey keeper's house. The lighthouse is painted white; the lantern is painted black. 



Scotland

Muckle Flugga

Lighthouse

1854

This lighthouse was built in 1858 

by David and Thomas Stevenson. 

It is still active with a focal plane of 

66m (215ft); two white flashes, 

separated by 3.5 seconds, every 

20 seconds. It consists of a 20m 

(66ft) round masonry tower with 

lantern and gallery, rising from a 

single-storey keeper's house. The 

lighthouse is painted white; the 

lantern is painted black. This 

lighthouse marks the 

northernmost point of the British 

Isles, off the north-western point of 

the island of Unst. 



Scotland

Kyleakin

Lighthouse

1857

This lighthouse was established in 1857 by David and Thomas Stevenson. It has been 

inactive since 1993, but is maintained as a day beacon. The lighthouse consists of a 21m 

(70ft) round cylindrical masonry tower with lantern and gallery, painted white with buff trim, 

the lantern is painted black. This lighthouse guided ships through the Kyle Akin, the narrow 

strait separating the Isle of Skye from the mainland . The keeper's house was purchased in 

1963 by Gavin Maxwell, the naturalist and author of The Ring of Bright Water. He lived in the 

house for 20 months prior to his death in 1969, and it is now a museum to his memory. The 

Skye Bridge (A87), completed in 1995, now crosses Eilean Bàn lengthwise. 



Scotland

Rubha an Gall

Lighthouse

1857

This lighthouse was established in 1857 by Thomas and David Stevenson. It is still active with a focal 

plane of 17m (55ft); white flash every 3 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 19m (62ft) round masonry 

tower with lantern and gallery. The lighthouse is painted white and the lantern is painted black. The 

lighthouse is established just offshore on a tiny islet and is connected to a single-storey keeper's house by 

a bridge and walkway. In August 2013 the keeper's house was for sale for £225,000 and by Easter 2014, 

the cottage which had no road access, mains electricity or water was reportedly sold in 2016.



Scotland

Erraid Shore 

Cottages

1869

These cottages were established in 1869 by Thomas and David Stevenson. The group 

consists of a row of single-storey granite keeper's houses and various outbuildings with an 

additional circular cast iron signal house with a conical roof. The cottages were established 

initially to house the construction crew for the Dubh Artach lighthouse. They then served as 

the onshore keeper's quarters for Dubh Artach, and beginning in 1892 for Skerryvore Light as 

well. They were closed in 1952, and thereafter off-duty keepers lived at Oban until Dubh 

Artach was automated in 1971 and Skerryvore in 1994. The buildings have been sold to the 

Findhorn Foundation.



Scotland

Dubh Artach

Lighthouse

1872

This lighthouse was established in 1872 to a design by Thomas and David Stevenson. It is 

still active with a focal plane of 44m (144ft); two white flashes, separated by 3.8 seconds, 

every 30 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 38m (125ft) tapered round granite tower with 

lantern and gallery, incorporating keeper's quarters. The tower is painted white with a broad 

red horizontal band, lantern painted black. It is located on a rock southwest of Mull and 

southeast of Skerryvore. The rock is subject to extraordinary sea conditions with waves of 92 

feet (28m) or more being encountered by the keepers. Despite these adverse conditions 

several men served the light for lengthy periods until it was automated in 1971.



Robert Louis Stevenson
1850 - 1894

The only son of Thomas Stevenson. Born in Edinburgh, he spent most of his youth living at 

Swanston Cottage nr Edinburgh. He escaped from the family lighthouse business and 

spent time in the US and Pacific, settling in Samoa with his wife Fanny in 1890. His most 

famous works are Treasure Island, Kidnapped, Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde. 



David A Stevenson      1854 to 1938
& Charles Stevenson  1855 to 1950

• Fidra , 1885 
(David A Stevenson with Thomas Stevenson, Firth of Forth) 

• Ailsa Craig , 1886 (David A Stevenson with Thomas Stevenson) 
• Skroo (or Fair Isle North), 1892 (Shetland Islands) 
• Helliar Holm (or Saeva Ness), 1893 (Orkney Islands) 
• Sule Skerry, 1895 (Orkney Islands) 
• Rattray Head, 1895 (Buchan, Aberdeenshire) 
• Tod Head, 1897 (Catterline, Aberdeenshire) 
• Noup Head, 1898 (Westray, Orkney Islands) 
• Flannan Isles, 1899 (Eilean Mor, Outer Hebrides) 
• Tiumpan Head, 1900 (Portvoller, Isle of Lewis) 
• Killantringan, 1900 (Wigtownshire, Dumfries and Galloway) 
• Barns Ness, 1901 (off Dunbar, East Lothian) 
• Bass Rock, 1903 (off North Berwick, East Lothian) 
• Maughold Head, 1914 (Isle of Man) 
• Copinsay, 1915 (Orkney Islands) 
• Clyth Ness, 1916 (near Lybster, Caithness, Highland) 
• Duncansby Head, 1924 (most north-easterly part of Scottish mainland
• Tor Ness, 1937 (Pentland Firth, Orkney Islands)



Thomas Smith

Robert Stevenson

Alan Stevenson

David and Thomas Stevenson

David A and Charles Stevenson



Scotland

Fidra 

Lighthouse

1885

This lighthouse was established in 1885 to a design by Thomas and David A. Stevenson. It is 

still active with a focal plane of 34m (112ft); four white flashes, separated by 2.7 seconds, 

every 30 seconds. The lighthouse consists of a 17m (56ft) round brick tower with lantern and 

gallery. The tower is painted white with buff trim, the watch room is painted buff and the 

lantern is painted black. Fidra Lighthouse was automated by the Northern Lighthouse Board 

in 1970. 



Scotland

Fair Isle

Lighthouses

1892

Both lighthouses were  established in 1892 by David A. and Charles Stevenson and are still 

active. The south light has a focal plane of 32m (105ft); four white flashes, separated by 2 

seconds, every 30 seconds. It consists of a 26m (85ft) round masonry tower with lantern and 

gallery. The north light has a focal plane of 80m (262ft); two white flashes, separated by 2 

seconds, every 30 seconds. It consists of a 14m (46ft) round cylindrical masonry tower with 

lantern and gallery, painted white. The south lighthouse was heavily damaged by two 

German air raids in the spring of 1941 and three keeper’s family members were killed.



Scotland

Flannan

Lighthouse

1899

The lighthouse was established in 1899 by D. Alan 

Stevenson. It is still active with a  focal plane of  

101m (330ft); two white flashes, separated by 5½

seconds, every 30 seconds. The lighthouse 

consists of  a 23m (75ft) masonry tower with lantern 

and gallery attached to a single-storey keeper's 

house. This light station was the scene of a 

mysterious disaster in December 1900, when all 

three keepers disappeared; the 1980 opera The 

Lighthouse, by Peter Maxwell Davies, is based on 

this incident.



Scotland

Barns Ness

Lighthouse

1903

This lighthouse was established in 1901, to a design by David A. Stephenson. It has been 

inactive since 2005. The light consists of a 37m (121ft) round stone tower with lantern and 

gallery, attached to a single-storey service building. The tower is painted white; the lantern 

dome is painted black. The two single-storey keeper's houses and other light station 

buildings are leased as private residences. This lighthouse, which marks the southern 

entrance to the Firth of Forth and Edinburgh, was deactivated on 24th October 2005. In 2006 

the Northern Lighthouse Board placed the light station on sale, and it was sold for more than 

£100,000 to the Lafarge Company, which already owned the keeper's houses. 



Scotland

Maughold Head

Lighthouse

1914

This lighthouse was  established  in 1914 by David A. and Charles Stevenson and is still 

active; with a focal plane of 65m (212ft); three white flashes every 30 seconds. The 

lighthouse consists of a 23m (77ft) masonry tower with lantern and gallery. The lighthouse is 

perched about half of the way up a steep bluff. Keeper's houses and other buildings, located 

above the lighthouse at the top of the bluff, have been sold and are now operated as a bed 

and breakfast It is located on a sharp cape about 6km (4miles) east of Ramsey. Site and 

tower closed, but there are good views from the road above the lighthouse.



Thomas Smith

Robert Stevenson

Alan Stevenson

David and Thomas Stevenson

David A and Charles Stevenson



Scotland

Strathy Point 

Lighthouse 

1958

Strathy Point was the first Scottish Lighthouse built as an all-electric station, with major light and fog 

signal. The station is on the north coast of Sutherland, and it was sanctioned in 1953 and lighted in 

1958. A two-panel optical apparatus of 250mm focal length, rotating round a 250watt lamp can give a 

range of up to 26 miles. The optic is only a quarter of the size considered necessary twenty years 

earlier and the lantern measures only seven feet in diameter. The fog signal, with horns set 120° apart 

to spread the sound, is no longer in use. The station buildings, designed by the Board's Engineer, P H 

Hyslop, are laid out in a hollow square with covered-in passageways, giving protection from the high 

winds on this exposed headland. 



Scotland

Ardmore Point 

Lighthouse 

2003

This lighthouse was established in 2003 although the station 

was established 1958. It is still active with a focal plane 18 m 

(60 ft); two white flashes, separated by 2.3 seconds, every 10 

seconds. 5m (17ft) square skeletal tower, clad in aluminium 

panels as a day mark, attached to a square single-storey 

equipment room. The entire structure is painted white. The 

lighthouse is located on a headland on the south side of the 

western entrance to the Sound of Mull, about 7km (4miles) 

northwest of Tobermory. 




